




33

DISTRICT OVERVIEW

CHAPTER 2

2.1 Introduction

Uttara Kannada (named on January 31,
1977) is one of the northernmost
coastal districts of the state of
Karnataka, bounded by the Arabian
Sea to its west. It is situated between
130 55' and 150 31' North latitude and
740 00' and 750 10' East Longitude. It
has a geographical area of 10291 sq.
Km which is about 5.36 % of the
geographical area of the state. As can
be seen from Map 2.1 that Uttara
Kannada is bordered by the state of
Goa to the north west, Belgavi District
to the north, Dharwad and Haveri
Districts to the east, and, Shivamogga
and Udupi Districts to the south. The
district falls in the Western Ghat region.
The Western Ghats divide the district
into two parts: five of its taluks are in
the coastal plane and six taluks are
above the Ghats, with parts of their
territory stretching on the fringe of the
Deccan Plateau. Uttara Kannada has
a coast line of about 142 Kms in
length, buzzing with activities of fisher
folk and traders.

The long silver white beaches, fertile
green paddy fields, cool palm groves,
picturesque river valleys and rich hilly
forest tracts, constitute captivating
natural landscapes in the district. Its
waterfalls attract tourists both from
India and abroad. It is one of the richest

forest districts of Karnataka, endowed
with a bountiful variety of fauna and
flora. It extends to about 328 kms in
north to south and about 160 kms in
east to west. Most of the district is hilly
and thickly wooded. The coast stretches
nearly in a straight line to the south east
except for the shallow Karwar and
Belekeri bays. The district can be
approached by land through all weather
roads and also by sea during navigable
period of the year. Though the coast is
unbroken by deep or wide mouthed
estuaries, it is varied and picturesque,
with rocky islands and capes, stretches
of palm-fringed sand beaches, low
narrow mouths and rough bluffs and
headlands. The deep winding valleys,
waving wooded hills and wild
background of high peaks stretch
behind the coastline boundaries.

The district consists of 11 taluks. It
consists of 208 Grama Panchayats
(GPs). Total number of villages in the
district is 1289, of which about 96.7 %
of villages are inhabitated. The district
has 18 cities/towns/ urban
agglomentations as per census 2011.
The district has one Zilla Panchayat
(ZP) and 11 Taluk Panchayats (TPs).
The city of Karwar is the administrative
headquarters of the district. It has 11
urban local bodies as well, as indicated
in Map 2.1. Dandeli Tiger Protected Forest area.
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Map 2.1: Uttara Kannada District

 

According to Census 2011, the district
has a total population of 14.37 lakh,
which is about 2.35 % of the state
population. Kannada and Konkani (also
Tulu to a limited extent) are the major
regional languages spoken in Uttara
Kannada district.

2.2 Background and Brief Regional
History

Historically, Uttara Kannada, referred
to as Haigdesha in the Sahyadrikhanda

of the Skandapurana, has been ruled
by many dynasties, including
Kadambas of Banvasi, the Vijaynagara
Emperors, Sultans of Vijayapura,
Sondarajas and Hyder and Tipu Sultan.
Uttara Kannada was the home of the
Kadamba kingdom 350 to 525, who
ruled it from Banavasi. After the defeat
of the Kadambas by the Chalukyas, the
district was ruled by empires of
Chalukyas, Rashtrakutas, Hoysalas
and Vijayanagar. Uttara Kannada was
an ancient site of sea trade, visited by
the Arabs, Dutch, Portuguese, and
French and later by the British. In
medieval times the region was famous
for its wild pepper which attracted the
Dutch and the British to the Karwar port.
Their accounts reveal this region to be
wild and forested, except for the coastal
strip.  The district came under the rule
of Maratha Empire in the 1750s and
later became part of Mysuru Kingdom,
who ceded it to the British at the
conclusion of the Fourth Mysore War in
1799. Uttara Kannada was described
as a first rate harbour between Bombay
and Colombo. After the defeat of the
Marathas in the Third Anglo-Maratha
War, it became a part of British territory.
The British made Uttara Kannada their
district headquarters in 1862. It was part
of Bombay Presidency and remained
its part until 1956. Later, Bombay
Presidency was reconstituted as
Bombay State. At the time of
reorganization of the states of India on
the linguistics basis, the district was
included in Karnataka, a newly born
state on November 1, 1956.
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2.3 Physiographic Divisions of the
District

Uttara Kannada District is endowed
with abundant natural resources. The
district has varied geographical
features with thick forest, perennial
rivers and abundant flora and fauna
besides a long coastal line of about
142 kms in length. It provides scope
for fishing as well as water transport. It
possesses areas that are flat, hilly as
well as coastal. Geographically, the
district can be divided into 3 distinct
zones; (i) narrow and flat coastal zone;
(ii) abruptly rising ridge zone; and, (iii)
elevated flatter eastern zone. The
coastal taluks are: (a) Karwar, Ankola,
Kumta, Bhatkal, Honnavar; (b) hilly
regions include Bhatkal, Supa, Haliyal,
Yellapur, western Sirsi, and western
Siddapur; and, (iii) Mundgod, eastern
Sirsi and eastern Siddapur constitute
the flatter eastern zone. As regards the
agro-climatic zones, the district can be
divided into Hilly zone (KA 9) and the
coastal zone (KA 10).

2.4 Land, Soil and Natural Resource
Endowments

The district has an area of about 10291

sq. kms. Taluk-wise distribution of the

geographical area of the district has

been provided in Figure 2.1. It can be

seen from this Figure that Supa is the

biggest taluk, whereas, Kumta is the

smallest taluk in terms of the

geographical area. Sirsi and Yellapur

are the next biggest taluks. The

geographical area of other taluks

ranges from about 7 to 9 % of the total
geographical area of the district.

There are seven main rivers in the
district, viz. Kali, Gangavali,
Aghanashini, Sharavati, Venkatapur,
Varada, and Bedti. Five major rivers,
viz., Bedti (Bedti/ Gangavalli),
Aganashini (Tadri), Varda, Sharavathi
and Kali form the major sources of
drainage system in Uttara Kannada.
These have their sources in the
Sahyadris and traverse to west through
the district and merge into the Arabian
Sea and also constitute some of the
finest estuaries of the west coast. The
district also has some of the splendid
waterfalls, such as, the Jog, the
Lushington (Unchalli) and Magod.
These are associated with the rivers
Sharavati, Aghanashini and Gangavali,
respectively4.

Climate of Uttara Kannada is typically
tropical with average annual rainfall of
290 cms. Rainfall is very heavy in the
coastal areas, averaging more than
300 cms annually. The average rainfall
in the Ghat section is about 500 cms,
and in the Far-east it is about 200 cms.
Generally, summer and winter are
moderate, i.e., neither very hot nor very
cold.

4 Source: http://ces.iisc.ernet.in/envis/
sdev/nbsap/chapter2.pdf, accessed
on January 3, 2014.

The district has
varied geographical
features with thick
forest, perennial
rivers and abundant
flora and fauna

Rainfall is very
heavy in the
coastal areas,
averaging more
than 300 cms
annually
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Figure 2.1: Geographical Area of Taluks of Uttara Kannada

Source: Based on data from Uttara Kannada District at a Glance: 2012- 2013.

Figure 2.2: Forest Cover in Karnataka, 2013

Figure 2.2 shows the land utilization
pattern of the district. It can be seen
from this Figure that more than three-
fourths of the area of the district is
forested land. Uttara Kannada has
about 20 % of forest area of Karnataka
state and about 5 % of India’s forest
area. Unlike Karnataka state (see
Annexure Table A2.1) where the forest
area is just about one-fifth of its
geographical area, Uttara Kannada
district has a large proportion (more
than 75 %) of its geographical area as
forests, which also limits the land
availability in the district for other
purposes, like agriculture. The district
has just about 11 % of its land which is
used for agricultural purposes (See
Figure 2.3). Map 2.2 shows that Uttara
Kannada is one of the few districts of
Uttara Kannada which is heavily
forested. It is not only the proportion of
land which is forested which matters but
also the quality of forests. Figure 2.4
indicates the types of forests in
Karnataka and also in Uttara Kannada.

According to the (GoI, 2005) Uttara
Kannada district is endowed with
metals/minerals such as dolomite, iron
ore. Hematite, Manganese Ore,
Copper, Nickel, Titanium, Vanadium6. It
is rich in minerals such as lime-stone,
quartz, bauxite, molluscan shells, silica,
etc. Including the Dandeli Ferro Allies
Pvt Ltd., there are a couple of industries
based on mineral resources of the

Source: Based on data from Uttara Kannada District at a Glance: 2012- 2013.

5 Source: http://ces.iisc.ernet.in/envis/sdev/
nbsap/mainframe.htm, accessed on
August 3, 2014.

6 Source: http://ibm.gov.in/IMYB_2012_
11_14%20KARNATAKA.pdf, accessed on
August 3, 2014.

Figure 2.3: Land Utilisation in Uttara Kannada 2012-13

Source: Based on data from Uttara Kannada District at a Glance: 2012- 2013.
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Source: Forest Survey of India, 2013

Map 2.2: Forest Cover in Karnataka, 2013
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Figure 2.4: Types of Forest Cover in Karnataka & Uttara Kannada, 2013

Source: Based on data from Forest Survey of India, 2013.

district. Most of the mining leases have
been given in the catchment area of
Kali River. Mining area in the district is
about 14894 hectares (ha), mostly
situated in the forests of Supa, Yellapur
and Karwar taluks. The mining
operations have adverse
consequences for the ecosystem of the
region. Erosion by runoff causes
damage to forests, agriculture and
rivers. The increased silt load in the
river Kali was considered as detrimental
to many aquatic organisms. In brief,
Uttara Kannada is endowed with natural
resources like fertile land, large dense
forests, good rainfall, and rich mineral
resources like iron and manganese.

The soils of the district are basically
divided into two distinct zones based
on topography; the coastal alluvial soil
and the up ghat lateritic and granitic
soils. Mixed lateritic soils are found in
taluks of Supa, Haliyal and Mundgod.
Certain patches of these taluks also
have black soil. The lateritic soils are
highly leached, reddish brown in colour,
shallow to medium in depth and loamy

in texture. These soils are found in the
taluks of Karwar, Kumta, Honnavar,
Bhatkal, Sirsi and Siddapur. In the
coastal taluks there are numerous
patches of land which contain saline
soil of light yellow or brownish colour -
not suitable for cultivation.

The major ecological zones, based on
the rainfall gradient of the district
comprise of: (i) the Coastal Zone; (ii)
Northern Evergreen Zone; (iii) Southern
Evergreen Zone; (iv) Moist Deciduous
Zone; and, (v) Dry Deciduous Forest
Zone.

1. Coastal zone

The is a narrow coastal strip to the west
of which is the Arabian sea with
beaches, estuaries, mangrove forests
and lowland evergreen forests. The
region has alluvial soil formed by silt
deposition of reverse. The annual
average rainfall of this region is about
3000 mms. This region is highly
degraded with only scattered shrubs
and patches of grasses in hillocks. The
mangroves have been almost wiped
out to a large extent.

An estuary of Aghanashini is used for
production of salt. This zone has three
major beaches, viz., the Kamat Bay
near Karwar, Harumaskeri near Kumta
and Hosahitta near Honnavar. These
beaches do have some vegetation.
The natural vegetation of the coastal
evergreens can be seen in only few
patches that are protected as sacred
groves. In the sea and estuary, a variety
of edible fish like prawns, crabs clams,
bivalves, etc., are found. The salt pans
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of Aghanashini attract large number of
migrant wading birds. This zone is
characterized by a large number of
plant species such as mango,
breadfruit, ginger, black nutmeg, etc.

2. Northern Evergreen Zone

This Zone consists of a series of hydel
projects on the River Kali and its
tributaries, West coast Paper Mill at
Dandeli. These economic activities
have degraded the rich forests. The
original vegetation cover of dense
evergreen types is now rare and only
few patches of evergreen and semi-
evergreen forests are found. Dandeli
sanctuary which preserves the biotic
reserves falls in the region. It has most
deciduous forest also. Bargadda-
Anashi-Patoli (11,520 ha) and Kugi–
Virnoli (788 ha) blocks represents the
remaining natural evergreen, semi
evergreen and deciduous vegetation.

3. Southern Evergreen Zone

This zone has rich natural vegetation.
The Aghanashinivally, Unchalli waterfall
and its spray zone supports some
excellent riverine haleitats. The slope
of the Western Ghats between
Aghanashini and Sharavathy valleys
(7040 ha) have a number of smaller
moist valleys. Kathlekan Suremane
and, Karikana areas have 54 sacred
groves and 45 individual sacred trees.
The riverine patches which were rich
with extensive bamboo groves are now
covered only with scrubby vegetation
with sparse growth of the original
bamboo species.

4. Moist Deciduous Zone

The good patch of natural vegetation
is found around Gunjavati in Mundgod
and Kerivatti range of Dandeli wild life
sanctuary. Wild elephants are found
here. Two fresh water lakes at
Bharatnalli, with the adjacent forest
blocks of Yellapur in the Manchikere
range and at Madurahali  harbor rich
bird fauna. Natural teak wood of this
zone has been affected by over felling,
followed by conversion to teak and
eucalyptus monocultures and betel nut
plantations. This region is also
disturbed by reservoirs of the Kali hydel
projects.

5. Dry Deciduous forest Zone

This region does not support large
nature reserves. Three fresh water
lakes, Sambrani, Salgaumand Nysergi
are rich in bird life. The land of this flat
region has been extensively brought
under cultivation.

Figure 2.5 provides the data on
average rainfall in the district and its
taluks for the period 1950-2000 and

Figure 2.5: Taluk-wise Rainfall in Uttara Kannada

Source: Based on data from Uttara Kannada District at a Glance: 2012- 2013.
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2001-12. On an average, the district
receives rain for about 102 days in a
year (1950-2000) and 2895 mms of
rainfall.  However, in the last twelve
years have shown decline in the rainfall
(of 100 mms) received by the district.

2.5 Demography

A synoptic view of the demography of
the district has been provided in Table
2.1.
As per 2011 Census data, the district
has a total population of 14.37 lakhs.
The district accounts for about 2.35
percent of the state population.
Population in the district has increased
by 6.17 percent as compared to that in
2001. The respective figure for
Karnataka State is 15.6 %. Thus, Uttara
Kannada has witnessed a much lower
rate of growth of population during the
2001-11 decade as compared to the
state of Karnataka. It can be seen from

Source: http://www.census2011.co.in/census/district/269-uttara-
kannada.html, accessed on 4-1-2013.

Table 2.1: Demographic Indicators for Uttara Kannada District

Demographic Indicator 2011 2001 
Population 1437169 1353644 
Male (% of Population) 50.53 50.74 
Female (% of Population) 49.47 49.26 
Population Growth (%)  6.17 10.93 
Density/km2 140 132  
Proportion to Karnataka Population 2.35 2.56 
Sex Ratio (Per 1000) 979  971  
Child Sex Ratio (0-6 Age) 955  946  
Average Literacy (%) 84.06 76.60 
Male Literacy (%) 89.63 84.53 
Female Literacy (%) 78.39 68.47 
Child Proportion (0-6 Age) 10.45 12.82 
Boys Proportion (0-6 Age) 10.57 12.98 
Girls Proportion (0-6 Age) 10.31 12.65 

Table 2.1 that as compared to the
period 1991-2001, the growth rate of
population in Uttara Kannada has
decelerated during 2001-2011. There
has been increase in density of
population; however, the district has
density of population which is much
lower as compared with that for the
Karnataka and India as a whole.
Population density in Uttara Kannada
district is 140 as compared with that for
Karnataka and India which stood at 319
and 382, respectively (Census, 2011).

With regards to Sex-ratio in Uttara
Kannada, it stood at 979 females per
1000 males (2011) as compared to 971
(2001). It is heartening to see that this
improvement in the sex-ratio has been
witnessed in a district where the sex
ratio is already higher that for
Karnataka which is 973 (2011). The sex
ratio for India is 940 (Census 2011). In
rural areas of Uttara Kannada district,
sex ratio is 977 females per 1000 males.
Sex Ratio in urban region of Uttara
Kannada district is 982 as per 2011
Census data, which is higher than that
for the rural population. In Uttara
Kannada Child Sex Ratio as per census
2011 was 955 compared to 946
(Census 2001). This also indicates
improvement in gender statistics of the
district. It is also heartening to note that
the Child Sex Ratio in Uttara Kannada
is much higher (955) as compared to
that that for Karnataka (948) and for
India (927), as per Census 2011.
In 2011, children under 0-6 formed
10.45 percent of Uttara Kannada
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Figure 2.6: Population of Taluks as a % of District Population (2011)

Source: Based on data from Census 2011.

Figure 2.7: Population Density in Uttara Kannada, 2011

Source: Based on data from Census 2011.

District compared to 12.82 percent of
2001. Thus, there is decline in the
proportion of child population by in the
district. As per Census 2011, 29.15
percent of the total population of Uttara
Kannada lived in urban areas and
70.85 percent lived in rural areas of the
district. Figure 2.6 indicates taluk-wise
population of the district and Figure 2.7
presents the Taluk-wise density of
population in the district.

It can be seen from Figure 2.6 that
Sirsi, Kumta, Karwar, Bhatkal,
Honnavar, Haliyal taluks are the bigger
taluks as compared to the remaining
taluks, in terms of population size. It can
be seen from Figure 2.7 that Bhatkal
(Supa) has the highest (lowest) density
of population as compared to the other
taluks of the district. Density of
population in Bhatkal is 455 persons
per sq. kms. as compared to that for
Supa where it is 27 persons per sq.
kms. Density of population in the district
is 140 persons per sq. kms. Thus, there
is uneven distribution of population
across taluks.

2.6 Literacy

As per Census 2011, the Uttara
Kannada district (Karnataka state)
recorded an overall literacy rate of
84.06 (75.4) %. The literacy rate for
male and female population in Uttara
Kannada (Karnataka) was 89.63 (82.5)
% and 78.39 (68.1) %, respectively. In
other words, Uttara Kannada district
has higher literacy rate as compared
with the respective state figures for both
urban and rural areas and hence, also

the overall literacy rate. The literacy
rate in the district (2011) was lower for
rural area as compared with that for the
urban area. Literacy rate for urban
areas was 90.73 %, far higher than
district literacy rate, with male literacy
of 94.49 % and that of female 86.91
%, i.e., the gender difference in literacy
is nearly 8 percent in urban areas. The
literacy rate for rural part of the district
is relatively lower than that recorded
for the district as a whole and for urban
areas. However, it is higher than all rural



42

Table 2.2: Profile of Industrial Sector in Uttara Kannada

Sl. No Description Number 

1. Registered Medium & Large Unit 6 

2. No. of Industrial Area 1 

3. Registered Industrial Unit 9,543 

4. Total Industrial Units 14,813 

5. Estimated Avg. No. of Daily Workers 

Employed In Small Scale Industries 

75,613 

6. Employment in Large and Medium 

Industries 

3,134 

Source: http://dcmsme.gov.in/dips/DIP%20-%20Uttar%20Kannada.pdf, accessed
on 15-3-2014

literacy level both for Karnataka and
India. Rural literacy rates of the Uttara
Kannada district were 81.31 %, 87.63
% and 74.87 % percent for total, males
and females, respectively, as per
Census 2011.

2.7 Industry

Registered manufacturing is very
unevenly distributed in Karnataka state.
Bengaluru Urban employs about 68 %

of employees of the organized sector
in the state and accounts for about 46
% of net value added (NVA) by the
registered manufacturing of the state.
The contribution of various districts to
registered manufacturing for the year
2009-10 (the latest year for which the
data are available) has been presented
Annexure Table A2.2 Uttara Kannada
has hardly any contribution in terms of
registered manufacturing. It employs
just about 0.74 % of employees of the
state and contributes only 0.46 % of
(NVA) by the state. Annual per capita
emoluments in the organized
manufacturing sector were about Rs.
1.29 lakhs in the district, as compared
with Rs. 13.84 lakhs for the state as a
whole.

It can be seen that the small scale
industries are the major employment
providers in the district. It can be seen
from Table 2.3 that it is the wood/
wooden based furniture industries and
agro based industries dominate in the
region. To some extent servicing and
repairing activities also are one of the
major employment providing activities

in this region.

2.8: Agriculture and Irrigation

As indicated earlier, only 11 % of

geographical area is under agricultural

crops in Uttara Kannada district. The

main agricultural crops produced in the

district are: paddy, sugarcane, maize,

cotton and groundnut. An additional 3

% of district area is under horticulture.

The main horticulture crops are: betelFishing Activities
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Table 2.3: Micro & Small Enterprises and Artisan Units in
Uttara Kannada District

Industry Number 

of Units 

Investment  

(Lakh Rs.) 

Employmen

t (persons) 

Wood/wooden based furniture 1235 3852.00 7392 

Agro based 1102 4106.00 6520 

Repairing & servicing 1173 4081.00 5675 

Engineering units 565 1805.00 3644 

Metal based (Steel Fab.) 578 1702.00 2865 

Mineral based 118 1575.00 2605 

Chemical/Chemical based 303 1212.00 2206 

Ready-made  garments  & 

embroidery 

455 386.00 1905 

Paper & Paper products 208 966.00 966 

Rubber, Plastic & petro based 106 915.00 713 

Soda water 106 310.00 524 

Leather based 120 85.00 339 

Woolen,   silk   &   artificial   

thread based clothes 

40 10.00 80 

Jute & jute based 2 4.00 40 

Others 3432 8930.00 10081 

Total  9543 29939.00 45555 
Source: http://dcmsme.gov.in/dips/DIP%20-%20Uttar%20Kannada.pdf,
accessed on 15-3-2014

7 Irrigation intensity is defined as Gross
Irrigated Area / Net Irrigated Area *100 and
cropping intensity is defined as Gross
Sown Area / Net Sown Area *100.

Figure 2.8: Cropping and Irrigation Intensity, 2011-12

Source: Based on data from Uttara Kannada District at a Glance: 2011-12

leaves, areca nut, coconut, mango,

banana, pepper, coriander, etc.

Cropping and irrigation intensities7 for

taluks and the district are presented in

Figure 2.8. It can be seen from Figure

2.8 for the district as a whole, cropping

intensity is about 110 %, whereas,

irrigation intensity is about 104 %. The

minimum cropping intensity is 105 %

whereas, minimum irrigation intensity is

100 % which indicates that all gross

sown area is not irrigated. Similarly, the

maximum cropping intensity is 121 %,

whereas, the corresponding figure for

irrigation intensity is 104 %, again

indicating the irrigation deficit in the

district.

The area under different crops grown

in the district is given in Figure 2.9. It

can be seen from this Figure that ce-

reals constitute a major proportion of

agricultural produce in the district.

Within cereal, paddy accounts for about

95 % of area under cultivation which is

a water intensive crop. The district re-

lies mainly on wells, tanks and tube-

wells for its irrigation as indicated in
Figure 2.10. %
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Figure 2.9: Area under Different Crops (%), 2012-13

Source: Based on data from Uttara Kannada District at a Glance: 2012- 2013.

2.9 Infrastructure

Infrastructure is one of the pre-
requisites for living a comfortable life.
Infrastructure in the form of institutions
that will take care of health, education,
transport and communication,
marketing, law and order, finance, etc.,
are pertinent in this context.

Medical facilities are well-dispersed
across taluks of the district (see
Annexure Table A2.3). Schools are also
well-spread across taluks of the district.
This also explains high literacy rates in
the district. For maintain law and order,
there are police stations in all the taluks.
There are cinema theatres and fire
stations in all taluks, barring Siddapur,
Supa and Yellapur. All the taluks are
covered with ration shops for public
distribution system. As regards
electricity, about 2.4 % of villages and
1.84 hamlets are yet to be electrified.
These hamlets are mainly in Supa
taluk. Almost 60 % of households in the
district still depend on well water and
about 28 % of households depend on
tap water (2001 Census). There are
about 35 Raitha Samparka Kendras for
abetting suicide by farmers. The district
is well covered by bank branches of all
types. There are about 300 bank
branches in the district, more or less
evenly dispersed across taluks. Except
for Supa, there are regulated
agricultural markets in each of the
taluks of the district. As regards
transport facilities, Mundgod, Siddapur,
Sirsi and Yellapur are not connected
by railways (see Annexure Table A2.4).

Figure 2.10: Different Modes of Irrigation for Uttara Kannada, 2012-13

Source: Based on data from Uttara Kannada District at a Glance: 2012- 2013.
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2.10 Regional Perspectives and
Backwardness

Dr. Nanjundappa Committee Report8

had mentioned Supa and Bhatkal as
more backward taluks of the district,
whereas, Ankola and Siddapur were
classified as backward taluks. None of
the taluks of the district were classified
as the most backward taluk.

2.11 An Overview

Uttara Kannada district is located in
northern part of Karnataka state and
came under Bombay Presidency. The
northern part of Karnataka is said to
be more backward as compared to
southern part of Karnataka. However,
the regions falling under Bombay
Presidency have a history of better
governance and local participation in
developmental matters. Thus, the
district poses a complex picture in terms
of its location and legacy.

The district is endowed with abundant
natural resources and in particular the
forest and fisheries resources. The
natural resources, landscape, flora and
fauna and the rich cultural heritage of
the district make it particularly suitable
for development of tourist circuit. The
district is one of the forward districts of
Karnataka, as adjudged by educational
and medical facilities. The district has
higher literacy level and sex ratio, as
compared to Karnataka state.

According to the Karnataka Human
Development Report (GoK, 2006), the
district ranked 6th and 7th (out of 27
districts) as regards human
development in 1991 and 2001,
respectively, Agriculture is dominated
by paddy cultivation, which is the staple
food of the population of this region.
As regards industries, the small scale
industries are predominant. Paper and
Chemical are the main industries in the
district. Given the ecology of the
region, it may not be appropriate to set
up large industries in this region. The
infrastructural facilities in the region are
reasonably well-spread, though taluks like

Supa, Mundgod and Yellapur seem to
be much behind the other taluks. As
we will see in the next chapter, Ankola
and Siddapur ranks 9th and 7th (out of
11 taluks) as regards HDI (2011-12).
Major reasons for this are educational
and living standard deficits in these
taluks. It is also worth noting that
Mundgod and Supa have emerged as
the most backward taluks as regards

HDI in 2011-12.

8 Government of Karnataka (2002), High
Power Committee for Redressal of
Regional Imbalances: Final Report,
Planning and Statistics Department, GoK,
Bangalore.

The district is
endowed with
abundant natural
resources and
in particular the
forest and fisheries
resources
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MarikambaTemple, Sirsi
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CHAPTER 3

COMPUTATION OF INDICES

3.1 Introduction

In this Chapter, we present the values
of various indices and the ranks at taluk
levels following the methodology that
has been discussed in Chapter 1. The
comparison of taluks is within the district,
i.e., it is intra-district comparison.

3.2 Human Development Index
(HDI)

Table 3.1 presents the Human
Development Index and its three
dimension indices in Uttara Kannada
district.

It is observed that inter-taluks disparity
is highest in the health dimension as
adjudged by the ratio of the maximum
to minimum values. The disparity in
standard of l iving and education
dimensions is comparable for the other
two dimensions.

Karwar, Bhatkal and Honnavar are the
top three taluks as regards HDI,
whereas, Ankola, Supa and Mundgod
are in the bottom position. It is to be
noted that Karwar is in the first position
in all the three dimensions. Mundgod
is the taluk which at the bottom position
in HDI, which is due lower attainments
in standard of living and health. Sirsi
taluk is in the second position in the
case of standard of living index and

education index, but its performance In
the case of health is not good (10th
position). Hence, it is in the 4th position
in HDI. Performance of Siddapur in the
case of health is good, whereas, it is
not same in standard of living and
education Indices. Overall, Mundgod
and Supa taluks need special attention
regarding income generating activities,
employment opportunities as well as
improving the health condition of the
people. Siddapur also is a laggard taluk
as regards standard of living index.
Educational attainments should be
improved in Supa, Ankola and Bhatkal
taluks, as the lower values are
observed in education index in these
taluks.

Table 3.1: Human Development Index (HDI), 2011-12
Sl.  
No 

Taluk Living Standard  
Index 

Health Index Education Index HDI 

Value Rank Value Rank Value Rank Value Rank 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

1 Ankola 0.339 6 0.382 7 0.393 10 0.370 9 

2 Bhatkal 0.333 7 0.872 2 0.816 3 0.619 2 

3 Haliyal 0.285 8 0.347 8 0.547 9 0.379 8 

4 Honnavar 0.395 4 0.638 4 0.663 4 0.551 3 

5 Karwar 0.773 1 0.943 1 1.000 1 0.900 1 

6 Kumta 0.367 5 0.444 6 0.653 5 0.474 6 

7 Mundgod 0.230 11 0.133 11 0.602 6 0.264 11 

8 Siddapur 0.241 10 0.762 3 0.553 7 0.467 7 

9 Sirsi 0.591 2 0.242 10 0.942 2 0.512 4 

10 Supa 0.279 9 0.346 9 0.262 11 0.294 10 

11 Yellapur 0.442 3 0.540 5 0.553 8 0.509 5 
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3.3 Gender Inequality Index (GII)

The Gender Inequality Index (GII) has
been presented in Table 3.2. It may be
noted that, inter-taluk (within the district)
disparity in GII is low as compared to
the disparity in HDI. In the case of GII
as well, Karwar and Mundgod taluks are
found in the first and last position,
respectively. Out of 11 taluks, Mundgod,
Haliyal, Yellapur are the bottom three
taluks and Karwar, Honnavar, Siddapur
are the top three taluks in GII.

3.4 Child Development Index (CDI)

Using the methodology given in
Chapter 1, CDI has been calculated for
taluks of Uttara Kannada district, which
have been presented in Table 3.3. It is
interesting to note that Honnavar is in
the first position, whereas, it is third and
second in HDI and GII, respectively.
Karwar’s performance in the case of
HDI and GII is the best among the taluks,

whereas, in CDI it is found in the 6th
position out of 11 taluks. Along with
Honnavar, Bhatkal and Yellapur are the
top three taluks in CDI and Haliyal, Supa
and Mundgod are in the bottom
position. Inter-taluk disparity of CDI is
high as compared to HDI and GII in the
district. Among the four indicators, inter-
taluks differences are high in Child
Mortality Rate and low in Children Born
Underweight. Haliyal is in the bottom
position for both the indicators hence
the indicators hence the index value is
‘0’.
3.5 Food Security Index (FSI)
The three dimensional indices for Food
Security Index (FSI) have been
constructed and have been later  been
averaged for compiling the overall FSI.
These have been presented in Table
3.4. It can be seen that inter-taluk
disparity is low in FSI as compared to
all indices discussed above.  Among the
three dimensions of the FSI, availability

It may be noted
that, inter-taluk
(within the district)
disparity in GII is
low as compared
to the
disparity in HDI

Sl. 
No Taluk 

Health Index Empowerment  
Index 

Labour 
 Index GII 

Value Rank Value Rank Value Rank Value Rank 

1 Ankola 0.702 5 0.596 4 0.597 5 0.062 6 

2 Bhatkal 0.754 1 0.592 7 0.600 4 0.059 4 

3 Haliyal 0.657 10 0.580 10 0.459 9 0.100 10 

4 Honnavar 0.729 3 0.595 6 0.635 3 0.055 2 

5 Karwar 0.750 2 0.608 1 0.667 1 0.044 1 

6 Kumta 0.711 4 0.600 3 0.644 2 0.065 7 

7 Mundgod 0.649 11 0.582 9 0.520 8 0.125 11 

8 Siddapur 0.700 6 0.596 5 0.576 7 0.057 3 

9 Sirsi 0.695 7 0.604 2 0.585 6 0.062 5 

10 Supa 0.670 8 0.572 11 0.330 11 0.072 8 

11 Yellapur 0.662 9 0.587 8 0.421 10 0.088 9 

Table 3.2: Taluk-wise Gender Inequality Index (GII), 2011-12
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has higher imbalances than the reaming
two dimensions. Honnavar, Karwar and
Bhatkal are found to be in the top
positions, whereas, Siddapur, Haliyal
and Supa lie at the bottom as regards
FSI.  Karwar would have obtained the
first rank for FSI, but due to availability
index its performance is in the last
position, despite the fact that in
accessibility and absorption, it secures
the first and second ranks, respectively.
Major reason for this is that Karwar is
urban dominated taluk. Haliyal is exactly
opposite to this, in this taluk indicators
of availability dimension of food grains
are high but those for accessibility and
absorption are low.

3.6 Urban Development Index (UDI)

Urban Development Index (UDI) has
been constructed using the various
dimensions mentioned in Chapter 1. As
the size of a local body matters for its

performance in terms of revenue
generation and delivery of service, the
ranks assigned to various types of local
bodies have been compared to the
other ULBs of the same type. The index
values and ranks of different types of
ULBs have been presented in Table
3.5.

Generally, one expects the extent and
quality of civic amenities to be positively
associated with the size of the ULBs.
Thus, a CMC should be able to provide
a greater variety and better governed
civic amenities as compared with a TMC
and TP. In the case of CMCs, Dandeli
is the best as regards urban
development followed by Karwar and
Sirsi.  As regards Mundgod, Ankola and
Siddapur, we have already noted that
HDI and other developmental indices
are lower in these taluks.

Note: In the absence of goal posts for minimum and maximum values of indicators, the dimension
index values can be ‘0’ and ‘1’ when only a single indicator is used for capturing a dimension index.

Sl. 

No 
District 

Health Index Nutrition Index Education Index CDI 

Value Rank Value Rank Value Rank Value Rank 

1 Ankola 0.459 6 0.662 4 0.881 4 0.666 4 

2 Bhatkal 0.730 2 0.937 2 0.574 6 0.795 2 

3 Haliyal 0.568 4 0.000 11 0.456 8 0.256 11 

4 Honnavar 0.541 5 1.000 1 1.000 1 0.885 1 

5 Karwar 1.000 1 0.500 8 0.504 7 0.626 6 

6 Kumta 0.405 8 0.573 6 1.000 1 0.638 5 

7 Mundgod 0.027 10 0.489 9 0.383 9 0.347 9 

8 Siddapur 0.622 3 0.527 7 0.706 5 0.595 7 

9 Sirsi 0.000 11 0.601 5 0.366 10 0.392 8 

10 Supa 0.324 9 0.409 10 0.000 11 0.285 10 

11 Yellapur 0.432 7 0.787 3 1.000 1 0.752 3 

Table 3.3: Taluk-wise Sub-Indices of Child Development Index (CDI), 2011-12

Arecanut processing at Kumta
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3.7 Composite Taluk Development
Index

Based on the methodology described
in Chapter 1, CTDI has been calculated
and presented in Table 3.6. It can be
seen that except for Ankola and Bhatkal
taluks, ranks of CTDI are more or less
similar to those of HDI. Karwar is in the
first position in both the indices. Karwar,

Honnavar and Yellapur are the best
performing taluks as regards CTDI,
whereas, Mundgod, Haliyal and Supa
are placed at the bottom. It is interesting
to note that among all the indices
discussed above, except for FSI, CTDI
has lower regional disparities. Among
the three dimensional indices of CTDI,
Standard of living index has lower
disparity followed by Health index and
Education index. Karwar taluks is in the
top position in all these three
dimensional indices. Supa, Mundgod
and Kumta are in the bottom position
in Standard of living index. On the other
hand, In the case of Health index
Bhatkal, Kumta and Haliyal are in the
lower position, while in education index
Haliyal, Supa and Mundgod are in the
lower stratum.  Even though, Bhatkal

is in second position with respect to the

economic growth (standard of living) but

its position in health (11th) and

education (6th) are low. It strengthens

the argument that, growth is necessary

Table 3.4: Taluk-wise Food Security Index (FSI), 2011-12

Sl. No Taluk 
Availability Index Accessibility 

Index Absorption Index FSI 

Value Rank Value Rank Value Rank Value Rank 

1 Ankola 0.367 9 0.437 10 0.588 4 0.464 8 

2 Bhatkal 0.417 8 0.625 4 0.630 3 0.558 3 

3 Haliyal 0.540 1 0.492 9 0.299 11 0.444 10 

4 Honnavar 0.432 5 0.615 5 0.695 1 0.581 1 

5 Karwar 0.185 11 0.854 1 0.670 2 0.569 2 

6 Kumta 0.263 10 0.564 7 0.568 5 0.465 7 

7 Mundgod 0.465 4 0.387 11 0.391 10 0.414 11 

8 Siddapur 0.417 7 0.655 2 0.422 8 0.498 6 

9 Sirsi 0.504 2 0.644 3 0.506 6 0.551 4 

10 Supa 0.420 6 0.533 8 0.400 9 0.451 9 

11 Yellapur 0.504 3 0.575 6 0.486 7 0.522 5 

Table 3.5: Taluk-wise Urban Development Index
(UDI), 2011-12

Urban Local Body  UDI Rank 
Dandeli (CMC) 0.638 1 
Karwar (CMC) 0.624 2 
Sirsi (CMC) 0.498 3 

 
Kumta (TMC) 0.665 1 
Bhatkal (TMC) 0.385 2 

  
Haliyal (TP) 0.689 1 
Yellapur (TP) 0.569 2 
Honnavar (TP) 0.503 3 
Mundgod (TP) 0.492 4 
Ankola (TP) 0.409 5 
Siddapur (TP) 0.350 6 
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but not the sufficient condition for

Human Development. Composite Dalit

Development (CDD) has also been

attempted based on the case studies.

A detailed discussion appears in

Chapter No. 9.

3.8 Concluding Remarks

Mundgod and Supa taluks need special

attention for income generating

employment opportunities as well as

improving health conditions. Siddapur

lags behind in standard of living index.

Education status needs improvement

in Supa, Ankola and Bhatkal taluks as

the index for education dimension of is

relatively lower in these taluks as

compared with other taluks.

Among the three dimensional indices,

health index has lower disparity

followed by standard of living and

education index. Karwar taluk is in the
top position in all these three

dimensional indices. Supa, Mundgod
and Kumta are in the bottom position
in Standard of living index. In the case
of Health index, Bhatkal, Kumta and
Haliyal are in the lower position, while
in education index Haliyal, Supa and
Kumta are in the lowest stratum.  Even

though, Bhatkal is in second position

with respect to the economic growth

(standard of living), its position in health

(11th) and education (6th) are low. In

brief, it reinforces the conviction that,

growth is necessary but not the

sufficient condition for human

development.

Mundgod and Supa
taluks need special
attention for income
generating employment
opportunities as
well as improving
health conditions

Table 3.6: Composite Taluk Development Index (CTDI), 2011-12

Sl.  
No Taluk/  

District 

Standard of  
Living Index Health Index Education  

Index CTDI 

Value Rank Value Rank Value Rank Value Rank 

1 Ankola 0.476 6 0.612 3 0.537 7 0.542 4 

2 Bhatkal 0.549 2 0.385 11 0.564 6 0.499 7 

3 Haliyal 0.486 4 0.459 9 0.318 11 0.421 10 

4 Honnavar 0.484 5 0.493 5 0.662 2 0.547 3 

5 Karwar 0.643 1 0.686 1 0.788 1 0.705 1 

6 Kumta 0.437 9 0.457 10 0.526 8 0.473 8 

7 Mundgod 0.405 10 0.465 8 0.420 9 0.430 9 

8 Siddapur 0.475 7 0.480 7 0.621 4 0.525 5 

9 Sirsi 0.465 8 0.486 6 0.615 5 0.522 6 

10 Supa 0.309 11 0.538 4 0.409 10 0.419 11 

11 Yellapur 0.517 3 0.660 2 0.651 3 0.609 2 
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Walking bridge connects forests to fields in a remote village in Dandeli Anshi Tiger
Reserve. The water channel used to draw water has been carved out of a fish tail palm
tree
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CHAPTER 4

LITERACY AND EDUCATION

4.1 Introduction

Importance of investment in education

has been well recognized both by

researchers and policy makers. The

benefits accruing from education

especially primary education in

developing countries have been well

documented in a number of studies

both within India and outside. India’s

commitment to the spread of

knowledge and freedom of expression

are documented in its Constitution. The

Directive Principles in the Constitution

state “the state shall provide within a

period of ten years from the

announcement of the Constitution, for

free and compulsory education for all

children until they complete the age of

fourteen years”. Other provisions of the

Constitution with regard to any citizen

having a distinct language, script,

special care of economic and

educational interests of the

unprivileged sections, particularly

scheduled castes and scheduled tribes

are laid down as an obligation. Though

education is currently in the concurrent

list of the Constitution, the State

Governments play a very important role

in the development of education

especially in the Primary and

Secondary Education sectors.

In the light of the National Policy on
Education (NPE)9 1986, the thrust of
the Seventh Plan underwent a change
with regard to education. The new
thrust in elementary education
emphasized the aspects of:

 Universal enrollment and universal
retention.

  Substantial improvement in the
quality of education.

The Programme of Action (POA) of the
National Policy on Education (NPE)
198610, emphasized “…. unqualified
priority to UEE11 and introduced many
innovations. First, the emphasis was
shifted from enrolment per se to
enrolment as well as retention.
Secondly, the NPE, 1986 sought to
adopt an array of meticulously
formulated strategies based on micro-
planning, to ensure children’s retention
at school. Thirdly, the NPE, 1986

9 Government of India (1986), National
Policy on Education, Ministry of Human
Resource Development, New Delhi.

10 Government of India (1993), Annual
Report, 1992-93, Ministry of Human
Resource Development, New Delhi,
sourced from http://www.teindia.nic.in/
mhrd/50yrsedu/g/T/GX/0TGX0301.htm on
7-1-2015.

11 Universal Elementary Education is
abbreviated as UEE.

Importance of
investment in
education has
been well
recognized both
by researchers
and policy makers

Government High School, Haliyal



58

recognized that unattractive school
environment, unsatisfactory condition
of buildings and Insuff iciency of
instructional material function as
dominating factors for children and their
parents.”12. Thus, the policy called for
substantial improvements of primary
schools and provision of support
services.

4.1.1 Primary Education

The Education Policy for elementary
education13 in the state has put in place
the directives towards which one should
move to realize the following goals:

 Every child attends school;

 Every child attains, effectively, the
minimum levels of learning;

 Every teacher is at school;

 The Community is actively involved
in the betterment of the schools,
thereby engaging a mass campaign
for primary education.

The main goals and objectives of the
Government of Karnataka towards
universalization of elementary
education are:

 To ensure that all 6-14 year old
children are in classes 1-8.

 To ensure that all required
infrastructure and human resources
for providing eight years of free,
compulsory, relevant and quality
education are in place.

 To ensure that education becomes
a means of genuine empowerment
of the individual to of India (1986),
achieve his/her full potential.

 To ensure that the learning process
is made locally relevant, child-
centered, activity-based and joyful.

India is committed to the goal of
Education for All (EFA). It made the
commitment at the World Conference
on EFA held at Jomtien (Thailand) in
1990, wherein the delegates from 155
countries had made World Declaration
on Education for All. These delegates
unanimously agreed that education is
a fundamental human right and
appealed to countries to agreed to
intensify the efforts to ensure the basic
learning needs of their population and
to make primary education accessible
to all children and to reduce
substantially the illiteracy rates by
200014. The Eighth Five Year Plan
(1992-97) document had clearly stated
that we are quite away from the goal of
universal enrollment and retention.
Even now, the ground realities related
to educational development in India,
the picture is not so encouraging.

4.1.2 The Right to Education (RTE)
Act 2009

The Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Act15, also usually referred

12 Source:http://www.teindia.nic.in/mhrd/
50yrs edu /12 /8 i / 6b /8 I6B0501 .h tm ,
accessed on 7-1-201

13 http://www.schooleducation.kar.nic.in/
pryedn/ednpolicy.html, accessed on 7-1-
201

14 Sourced from http://www.unesco.org/en/
efa/the-efa-movement/jomtien-1990/,
accessed on 7-1-201

15 Sourced from http://mhrd.gov.in/sites/
up load_ f i les /mhrd / f i l es /document-
reports/RTEAct.pdf, accessed on 7-1-
2015.

India is committed
to the goal of
Education for All (EFA).
It made the
commitment at the
World Conference on
EFA held at Jomtien
(Thailand)

Model School at Haliyal
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to as the RTE Act provides for the
following:

1. Right of children to free and
compulsory education till completion
of elementary education in a
neighbourhood school.

2. It clarif ies that ‘compulsory
education’ means obligation of the
appropriate government to provide
free elementary education and
ensure compulsory admission,
attendance and completion of
elementary education by every child
in the age group of six to fourteen
years. ‘Free’ means that no child shall
be liable to pay any kind of fee/
charges expenses which may
prevent him/her from pursuing and
completing elementary education.

3. It provides for a non-admitted child
to be admitted to an age appropriate
class.

4. It specifies the duties and
responsibil ities of appropriate
Governments, local authority and
parents in providing free and
compulsory education, and sharing
of financial and other responsibilities
between the Central and State
Governments.

5. It lays down the norms and
standards relating, inter alia, to Pupil
-Teacher Ratios (PTRs), buildings
and infrastructure, school-working
days, teacher-working hours.

6. It provides for rational deployment of
teachers by ensuring that the
specified PTR is maintained for each

school, rather than just an average
for the State or District or Block, thus,
ensuring that there is no urban-rural
imbalance in teacher postings. It also
provides for prohibition of
deployment of teachers for non-
educational work, other than
decennial census, elections to local
authority, state legislatures and
parliament, and disaster relief.

7. It provides for appointment of
appropriately trained teachers, i.e.,
teachers with the requisite academic
qualifications.

8. It prohibits: (a) physical punishment
and mental harassment of students;
(b) screening procedures for
admission of children; (c) capitation
fee; (d) private tuition by teachers
and, (e) running of schools without
recognition.

9. It provides for development of
curriculum in consonance with the
values enshrined in the Constitution,
and which would ensure the all-
round development of the child,
building on the child’s knowledge,
potentiality and talent and making
the child free of fear, trauma and
anxiety through a system of child
friendly and child centred learning.

Table 4.1 provides a synoptic view of
the coverage of villages and habitations
by schools which are run as per the
RTE norms.

It can be observed from Table 4.1 that
as far as accessibility of the schools is
concerned the challenges lie in
Siddapur taluk – where only 33.9 % of Serving Midday Meals
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villages/habitations are covered with
schools as per RTE norms. Sirsi
(78.18%), Haliyal (83.49%) and
Yellapur (85.07%) also deserve
attention in this regard. More than 90
per cent of villages/habitations have
schools in the taluks of Ankola, Bhatkal,
Honnavar, Karwar, Kumta and Supa.
Mundgod is the only taluk where one
can find 100 per cent accessibility of
schools across habitations/villages.
However, it may be noted that the
number of schools in Mundgod is the

lowest across the taluks of the district.

4.2 Literacy Profile of the District

We present the literacy profile of the
district (and also for Karnataka) in Table
4.2. As per 2011 Census, Uttara
Kannada district has literacy rate of

84.06 per cent as against the state
average of 75.36%. Male literacy is
comparatively high with 89.63 per cent
as against the respective figure of
78.39 per cent for females in the district.
The respective state averages are
82.47% and 68.08%. The gender
disparity is 11.24 points as against the
state figure of 14.39. The district is
better off than the state as far as
literacy is concerned. The district also
seems to be doing satisfactorily in
literacy as compared some of the
neighboring districts.  For example, it
is better than Dharwad with literacy rate
of 80.30 %, Belgavi with 73.94 % and
Shivamogga with 80.50 %. The overall
literacy of the district as per 2001
Census was 76.60 percent which has
improved by 7.46 points.

Rural literacy rate is 81.31 % and the
urban literacy is much higher at 90.73
%. These rates are higher than the
corresponding rates for the district as
a whole. The rural literacy rate for
males is higher than for females by
12.76 points for Uttara Kannada district
and the corresponding difference for
urban areas is 7.58. Literacy of males
is much better than females in both
urban and rural areas both in Uttara
Kannada district as well as in the state.
The rural-urban disparity in literacy rate
in Uttara Kannada is about 9.42 points,
whereas, the respective figure for the

state is 17.05 points. Thus, the district

seems to be better placed as compared

to the state as regards gender

differentials in the literacy are

concerned.

Mundgod is the

only taluk where

one can find

100 per cent accessibility

of schools across

habitations/villages

Taluks 

Total number  
of villages  

and  
habitations 

No. of Villages  
and habitations  

having  
schools as  

per RTE norms 

Villages and  
habitations  

having schools  
as per RTE  
norms (%) 

Ankola 268 243 90.67 

Bhatkal 408 389 95.34 

Haliyal 212 177 83.49 

Honnavar 890 887 99.66 

Karwar 360 343 95.28 

Kumta 332 303 91.27 

Mundgod 178 178 100.00 

Siddapur 986 335 33.98 

Sirsi 1118 874 78.18 

Supa 456 411 90.13 

Yellapur 978 832 85.07 

Uttara 

Kannada 6186 4972 80.38 

Table 4.1: Villages and Habitations Served by Schools as
per RTE Norms, 2011-12

Source: District Education Office, Uttara Kannada District.

Ramps at School
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The taluk -wise data of literacy shows

that Haliyal has the lowest literacy in

both rural and urban areas. The

respective figures are 70.05 % and

86.36 %. The highest literacy rate

prevails in Karwar taluk for rural

segment (86.94 %). For urban areas

the highest literacy was found in

Honnavar taluk (93.29 %). The taluks

which fall below the district average

literacy (84.06 %) are Yellapur, Supa,

Mundgod, Honnavar, Haliyal and

Bhatkal. Taluks above the district

average are Karwar, Ankola, Kumta,

Sirsi and Siddapur.

4.3 Enrolment

Table 4.3 provides data on enrolment

of students in Uttara Kannada district

and its constituent taluks. The total

enrolment of primary and upper primary
level student population in Uttara
Kannada district was 1,84,240 during
2011-12. Out of this 51.70 per cent
were boys and 48.30 per cent were girls.
Given that proportion of females in total
population is about 49.5 % and that of
child population is 48.3 %, enrolment
of female students seems to be quite
satisfactory. We also do not see much
dispersion in the percentage of
enrolment of female students across
taluks.
Enrolment at the high schools (see
Table 4.4) also depicts similar picture

as that of primary and upper primary

levels provided in Table 4.3.

Table 4.2: Literacy Rates, 2011

Taluks Rural Urban Total 
Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Ankola 89.71 75.66 82.76 94.74 85.70 90.18 91.19 78.69 84.97 

Bhatkal 85.96 72.36 79.10 95.74 90.78 93.28 88.93 77.82 83.35 

Haliyal 78.61 61.17 70.05 91.73 80.93 86.36 84.77 70.58 77.76 

Honnavar 88.81 77.23 83.01 96.35 90.29 93.29 89.67 78.75 84.20 

Karwar 93.53 80.20 86.94 96.15 88.97 92.56 94.90 84.85 89.91 

Kumta 90.90 79.49 85.24 94.70 86.79 90.72 91.80 81.25 86.55 

Mundgod 84.15 69.51 77.40 91.62 81.35 87.25 85.85 71.91 79.53 

Siddapur 89.74 77.76 83.67 95.72 86.87 91.27 90.62 79.08 84.78 

Sirsi 89.87 81.36 85.64 95.26 90.43 92.82 91.65 84.43 88.05 

Supa 84.89 67.10 76.03 - - - 84.89 67.10 76.03 

Yellapur 84.39 72.28 78.43 93.34 85.80 89.56 86.70 75.86 81.34 
Uttara 
 Kannada 87.63 74.87 81.31 94.49 86.91 90.73 89.63 78.39 84.06 

Karnataka 77.61 59.71 68.73 90.04 81.36 85.78 82.47 68.08 75.36 

Source: Census 2011.

Enrolment Campaign
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Table 4.3: Taluk -wise Enrolment in Primary/Upper Primary Schools
(Classes I to VIII), 2011-12

Taluks 
Number Percentage Share 

Boys Girls Total Boys Girls 

Ankola 6,605 6,074 12,679 52.09 47.91 

Bhatkal 9,658 9,563 19,221 50.25 49.75 

Haliyal 13,325 12,398 25,723 51.80 48.20 

Honnavar 10,132 9,603 19,735 51.34 48.66 

Karwar 9,500 8,817 18,317 51.86 48.14 

Kumta 9,516 8,825 18,341 51.88 48.12 

Mundgod 7,582 7,324 14,906 50.87 49.13 

Siddapur 6,552 5,983 12,535 52.27 47.73 

Sirsi 12,838 11,872 24,710 51.95 48.05 

Supa 3,729 3,560 7,289 51.16 48.84 

Yellapur 5,809 4,975 10,784 53.87 46.13 

Uttara Kannada 95,246 88,994 184,240 51.70 48.30 

Source: District Education Office, Uttara Kannada District.

4.4 Attendance, Dropout Children
and Mainstreaming of Children

One can note from Table 4.5

that the overall rate of drop-out at the

primary level is 0.19 and 0.14 % for

boys for girls, respectively. It is

heartening to note that the dropout rate

for girls is not higher than for boys, as

is usually the case. The highest drop-

out rates for boys and girls are
witnessed in Supa taluk with these rates
being 1.02 and 1.29 % for boys and
girls respectively. Supa is one of the
backward taluks in the district and here
the gender disparity in terms of dropout
rates is quite evident. Lowest dropout
rates were found in the Karwar taluk
with 0.01 % for boys and there were no
drop-outs as far as girls were
concerned.

If one looks at the drop-out scenario at
the elementary education, the things
seem to be satisfactory in the district. It
can be observed from the Table 4.6 that
on the whole the dropout rate was 0.32
% with Supa taluk recording a highest
rate of 1.5 %. Lowest dropout rate was
observed for taluks of Honnavar and
Siddapur (0.14 %).

Bringing back the children who have
dropped out is a major challenge in
achieving the goal of Universal
Elementary Education (UEE). Uttara
Kannada district shows a mixed picture
(see Table 4.7) as far as this indicator
is concerned. For example, the overall
performance of the district in getting the
children back to schools was fairly good
at 70.31 per cent. In the taluks of
Kumta, Honnavar and Yellapur, all the
children who were out of school were
brought back to the schools. In rest of
the taluks the efforts in this regard need
to be intensified, especially in Supa,
Sirsi, Mundgod and Haliyal.

Table 4.4: Taluk-wise Enrolment in High Schools (Class IX-X), 2011-12

Taluks Boys Girls Total 
Percentage Share 
Boys Girls 

Ankola 1,384 1,383 2,767 50.02 49.98 

Bhatkal 2,265 2,402 4,667 48.53 51.47 

Haliyal 2,255 2,455 4,710 47.88 52.12 

Honnavar 2,508 2,448 4,956 50.61 49.39 

Karwar 2,582 2,366 4,948 52.18 47.82 

Kumta 2,148 2,225 4,373 49.12 50.88 

Mundgod 1,445 1,232 2,677 53.98 46.02 

Siddapur 1,770 1,657 3,427 51.65 48.35 

Sirsi 2,831 2,911 5,742 49.3 50.70 

Supa 775 627 1,402 55.28 44.72 

Yellapur 1,328 1,093 2,421 54.85 45.15 

Uttara Kannada 21,291 20,799 42,090 50.58 49.42 

Source: District Education Office, Uttara Kannada District.
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Taluks 
Number Percentage 

Boys Girls Total Boys Girls 

Ankola 13 9 22 0.20 0.15 

Bhatkal 4 3 7 0.04 0.03 

Haliyal 41 15 56 0.31 0.12 

Honnavar 11 9 20 0.11 0.09 

Karwar 1 0 1 0.01 0.00 

Kumta 16 10 26 0.17 0.11 

Mundgod 22 9 31 0.29 0.12 

Siddapur 9 5 14 0.14 0.08 

Sirsi 23 7 30 0.18 0.06 

Supa 38 46 84 1.02 1.29 

Yellapur 4 15 19 0.07 0.30 

Uttara Kannada 182 128 310 0.19 0.14 

Table 4.5: Taluk-wise Drop-outs in Primary Schools, 2011-12

Source: District Education Office, Uttara Kannada District.

If one looks at
the drop-out
scenario at the
elementary
education, the
things seem
to be satisfactory
in the district

Source: District Education Office, Uttara Kannada District.

Table 4.6:  Dropout rate in Elementary Education, 2011-12

Taluks Number of children  
who dropped out 

Dropout rate in Elementary 
education 

Ankola 28 0.22 

Bhatkal 43 0.22 

Haliyal 95 0.37 

Honnavar 27 0.14 

Karwar 47 0.26 

Kumta 53 0.29 

Mundgod 54 0.36 

Siddapur 17 0.14 

Sirsi 71 0.29 

Supa 110 1.50 

Yellapur 41 0.38 

Uttara Kannada 586 0.32 
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Table 4.7:  Percentage of Dropout Children Mainstreamed,
2011-12

Taluks 
No. Dropout  

Children  
Mainstreamed 

Number of  
Dropout  
Children 

Percentage  
of Dropout  
Children  

Mainstreamed 
Ankola 26 28 92.86 

Bhatkal 32 43 74.42 

Haliyal 64 95 67.37 

Honnavar 27 27 100.00 

Karwar 33 47 70.21 

Kumta 53 53 100.00 

Mundgod 34 54 62.96 

Siddapur 14 17 82.35 

Sirsi 44 71 61.97 

Supa 44 110 40.00 

Yellapur 41 41 100.00 

Uttara Kannada 412 586 70.31 

Source: District Education Office, Uttara Kannada District.

4.5 Transition Rates

Table 4.8 presents the transition rates

from class V to VI and from class VII to

VIII. These rates seem to be quite

satisfactory in the district. A few cases

of 100 per cent or more (as these

figures are based on gross enrolment,

these can exceed 100 %) passing are

found in the taluks of Ankola, Bhatkal,

Kumta, Mundgod and Yellapur. Even

otherwise the pass percentages are

above 95 per cent across the district

except Mundgod and Haliyal.

4.6 Secondary School Enrolment
and Dropout Rates

Dropout situation at the secondary

level of education seems to be a cause

of concern in the district. It can be

observed from Table 4.9 that for the

district as a whole, the dropout at the

secondary level is 8.36 per cent.

Highest dropout rates were found in the

taluks of Ankola and Haliyal (13.90 %

and 13.36 %). Karwar can be

considered as the best performing taluk

with the dropout rate of 2.29 per cent.

In brief, there is a need to reduce

dropout rates at the secondary level

across taluks in the district.

School completion ratio (SCR) also

reflects upon the performance of the

schooling system in any given region.

Table 4.10 gives the information about

school completion ratio for secondary

education in Uttara Kannada district.

Karwar is the top taluk with about 98.08

Sl  
No Taluk 

% of Admission  
To Class VI 

from  
Class V 

% of Admission to 
Class VIII 

from Class VII 

1 Ankola 96.23 100.0 

2 Bhatkal 99.53 102.4 

3 Haliyal 94.22 94.6 

4 Honnavar 95.94 97.3 

5 Karwar 99.39 101.9 

6 Kumta 106.05 100.7 

7 Mundgod 101.93 87.6 

8 Siddapur 94.98 99.9 

9 Sirsi 99.31 98.9 

10 Supa  97.62 93.5 

11 Yellapur 104.33 96.2 

12 Uttara Kannada 98.60 97.6 

Table 4.8: Transition Rates for Various Classes, 2011-12

Source: District Education Office, Uttara Kannada District.
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per cent achievement in this regard.

Mundgod is the lowest performer with

SCR of about 75.77 per cent. SCR for

the district is 83.04 per cent. Apart from

Mundgod, the other taluks which have

performed worse than the district
average are Ankola, Haliyal, Supa and
Yellapur.

4.7 Teacher-Pupil Ratio

Educationists have demonstrated that

a lower teacher- pupil ratio (TPR) has

a positive impact on learning outcomes

and the number of years attended by

children16.  The attainments are not only

confined to the academic spheres, but

can have impact on personality and the

character of the students. Arum (2008)

16 Source, http://www.azimpremjifoundati
on.org/pdf/PTR%20 report.pdf, accessed
on 7-1-2015.

Table 4.9: Dropout Rates in Secondary Education, 2011-12

Sl No Taluk 

Drop-out rate in secondary education 

Number of children 
who dropped out 

Total enrolment 
of children in age group 

Percentage of children 
who dropped out 

1 Ankola 501 3603 13.90 

2 Bhatkal 546 5439 10.03 

3 Haliyal 872 6527 13.36 

4 Honnavar 622 5962 10.43 

5 Karwar 114 4958 2.29 

6 Kumta 503 5249 9.59 

7 Mundgod 2000 3711 5.39 

8 Siddapur 167 3859 4.32 

9 Sirsi 397 6711 5.91 

10 Supa 77 1796 4.28 

11 Yellapur 285 3018 9.45 

Uttara Kannada 4250 50833 8.36 

Source: District Education Office, Uttara Kannada District.

Table 4.10: School Completion Ratio (SCR), 2011-12

Taluks 

School Completion Ratio 

No. of  
Children  

Completing    
Secondary  
Education  

Total no. of  
Children  

in  
that  

Age Group 

Percentage of  
Children  

Completing  
the Secondary  

Education  
Ankola 2766 3603 76.77 

Bhatkal 4692 5439 86.27 

Haliyal 4710 6527 72.16 

Honnavar 4956 5962 83.13 

Karwar 4863 4958 98.08 

Kumta 4382 5249 83.48 

Mundgod 2812 3711 75.77 

Siddapur 3429 3859 88.86 

Sirsi 5740 6711 85.53 

Supa 1441 1796 80.23 

Yellapur 2421 3018 80.22 

Uttara 
Kannada 42212 50833 83.04 

Source: District Education Office, Uttara Kannada District.
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argues that investment in schools can

reduce adult incarceration risk17. The

Right to Education Act mandates a TPR

of 1:30 in the case of elementary

education. An empirical study by Azim

Premji Foundation (2006) for 766

Lower Primary schools of North East

Karnataka finds a negative correlation

between TPR and school performance.

The study shows that a TPR of less

than 1:30 is associated with better

school performance. Schools with PTR

of higher than 40:1 witnessed worse

performance18.

It is interesting to note (see Table 4.11)

that the TPR is satisfactory in Uttara

Kannada district as far as elementary

education is concerned. The overall

TPR for the district is 22.90 and varies

across taluks. The highest TPR is found

in Mundgod taluk which is 32.19.

Lowest TPR is witnessed in the taluks

of Honnavar (18.51), Yellapur (19.40),

Supa (19.70) and Ankola (19.72). The

district has suff icient number of

teachers which has resulted in

favorable TPR in comparison to the

norms laid down in the education policy.

The TPR is much more favorable for

the secondary education level, as can

be seen from Table 4.12. The overall

TPR for the district is 18.93 and lowest

value is observed for Supa taluk with a

value of 16.18. The Highest TPR is

observed for Mundgod with a value of

23.64. Across the district one can note

that the TPR for secondary education

is quite satisfactory against the norms

set for the same.

4.8 Access and Infrastructure

Physical accessibility of schools in the

vicinity of the villages is of utmost

significance. In this background, it would

be worthwhile to examine the spread

of schools within one kilometer from the

villages. The data in this regard is

presented in Table 4.13. It can be seen

from this Table that in Honnavar taluk,

about 99 per cent of the villages had

the satisfactory access to schools. This

was followed by Mundgod (98.8 %),

Table 4.11:  Teacher-Pupil Ratio for Elementary Education, 2011-12

Source: District Education Office, Uttara Kannada District.

Taluks 

Teacher-Pupil Ratio for Elementary Education 

Number of Pupils 
Enrolled in Primary 

School 

Number of Primary 
School Teachers 

Teacher-Pupil 
Ratio 

Ankola 12679 643 19.72 

Bhatkal 19221 774 24.83 

Haliyal 25723 719 35.78 

Honnavar 19735 1066 18.51 

Karwar 18317 869 21.08 

Kumta 18341 885 20.72 

Mundgod 14906 463 32.19 

Siddapur 12535 609 20.58 

Sirsi 24710 1093 22.61 

Supa 7310 371 19.70 

Yellapur 10784 556 19.40 

Uttara Kannada 184261 8048 22.90 

17 As cited in http://www.azimpremjifounda
tion.org/pdf/PTR%20report.pdf, accessed
on 7-1-2015.

18  http://www.azimpremjifoundation.org/pdf/
Criticality%20of%20Pupil%20Teacher%20
Ratio.pdf, accessed on 7-1-2015.

Drinking water facility
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Supa (96.9 %), and Ankola (91.4 %).

The lowest performing taluk was Kumta

(68.6 %). For the district as a whole,

85.9 % of villages had schools within a

distance of 1 Kms. Though the situation

is satisfactory, there is still scope for

further improvement, especially in

Kumta, Sirsi and Siddapur.

Infrastructure and facilities can attract

students to the schools. School

environment and also have a positive

impact on the learning outcomes of the

students. The School Infrastructure

Index (SII) for both primary and

secondary levels in the district and its

taluks (see Table 4.14) seems to be

satisfactory, as the index values range

between 0.85 and 0.95 (85 and 95 per

cent).

4.9 Eight Basic Facilities –

Infrastructure Index (SSA Method)

Taking the argument as regards

infrastructure further, it may be useful

to look at the infrastructure index as

suggested by SSA. The index

comprises of eight basic facilities to be

provided in the schools. Table 4.15

gives these details across taluks in

Uttara Kannada district. Playground

and construction of ramps for the needy

children seem to be the major concerns

in the district. Need for compound wall

also deserves more attention.

Table 4.12: Pupil-Teacher Ratio for Secondary Education, 2011-12

Source: District Education Office, Uttara Kannada District.

Taluks 

Teacher-Pupil Ratio for Secondary Education 

Number of Pupils 
Enrolled in 

Secondary Education 

Number of 
Secondary 

School Teachers 

Teacher- Pupil 
Ratio 

Ankola 3603 208 17.32 

Bhatkal 5439 287 18.95 

Haliyal 6527 300 21.76 

Honnavar 5962 295 20.21 

Karwar 4958 375 13.22 

Kumta 5249 256 20.50 

Mundgod 3711 157 23.64 

Siddapur 3859 224 17.23 

Sirsi 6711 323 20.78 

Supa 1796 111 16.18 

Yellapur 3018 150 20.12 

Uttara Kannada 50833 2686 18.93 

Table 4.13: Percentage of Villages having a
Primary School within

Taluks 
Percentage of Villages 
having Primary School 
within 1 km Distance 

Ankola 91.42 

Bhatkal 89.95 

Haliyal 89.15 

Honnavar 99.33 

Karwar 95.56 

Kumta 68.67 

Mundgod 98.88 

Siddapur 76.27 

Sirsi 74.33 

Supa 96.93 

Yellapur 87.83 

Uttara Kannada 85.95 

Source: District Education Office, Uttara Kannada District.
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Similar index for high schools in the
taluks and the district gives the following
picture (see Table 4.16).  Facilities at
high schools are much better as
compared to the primary schools.
However, Ankola, Haliyal and Yellapur
need extra attention, mainly in terms of
playgrounds, compound and ramps.
Ramps and playground are the main
facilities which need extra attention. It
may also be noted that these
infrastructures present only the
presence of facil ities. The actual
quantity (e.g., electricity, number of
books in the library, etc.) and the quality
of infrastructure also need to be taken
into account.

Source: Sarva Shikshana Abhiyana, Bengaluru.

Table 4.14:  School Infrastructure Index, 2011-12

Taluks 

School Infrastructure Index 

Primary Secondary 

The School  
Infrastructure  

Index Rating by  
SSA / RTE norms. 

Ankola 0.96 0.92 0.94 

Bhatkal 0.88 0.84 0.86 

Haliyal 0.91 0.81 0.86 

Honnavar 0.94 0.96 0.95 

Karwar 0.85 0.87 0.86 

Kumta 0.90 0.92 0.91 

Mundgod 0.93 0.89 0.91 

Siddapur 0.92 0.82 0.87 

Sirsi 0.86 0.88 0.87 

Supa 0.87 0.85 0.86 

Yellapur 0.90 0.80 0.85 

Uttara Kannada 0.90 0.87 0.89 
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Ankola 98.83 99.42 100.00 100.00 67.25 100.00 100.00 100.00 95.69 

Bhatkal 98.99 99.50 100.00 66.83 64.32 98.49 76.88 100.00 88.13 

Haliyal 97.81 99.45 98.36 64.48 90.71 100.00 76.50 100.00 90.92 

Honnavar 100.00 100.00 99.00 88.70 100.00 99.67 65.12 100.00 94.06 

Karwar 100.00 100.00 96.95 58.38 56.85 97.97 73.10 100.00 85.41 

Kumta 100.00 100.00 100.00 49.78 96.89 100.00 74.22 100.00 90.11 

Mundgod 100.00 99.31 100.00 64.14 92.41 100.00 88.97 100.00 93.10 

Siddapur 99.57 100.00 99.57 98.28 67.67 100.00 71.12 100.00 92.03 

Sirsi 99.07 98.13 99.69 53.89 68.54 100.00 65.73 100.00 85.63 

Supa 96.63 98.88 96.63 36.52 93.26 98.88 71.91 100.00 86.59 

Yellapur 100.00 100.00 98.96 97.40 60.42 100.00 65.10 100.00 90.23 

District  99.23 99.49 99.06 70.90 78.20 99.57 73.76 100.00 90.03 
Source: District Education Office, Uttara Kannada District.

Table 4.15: Infrastructure Facilities at Primary Schools, 2011-12
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4.10 School Completion Ratio and
Passing Rates

Table 4.17 gives the details of the
students who passed out in SSLC
examination for a three year period. It
is interesting to note that the pass
percentages are rather high even for
students belonging to SC/ST and OBC
categories. However, improvement is
required in the taluks of Yellapur and
Siddapur. Supa also lags behind and
deserves attention in this regard.

Table 4.18 depicts the situation PUC
results. PUC results are not as good
as SSLC results across the taluks of
the district. However, one cannot easily

draw any trend but improvement is
required even for students belonging
to General category.

4.11 Post-Secondary Education
Including Professional Education

The district lacks the adequate facilities
for the provision of professional
courses. The discussion meeting at the
district revealed many times the dearth
of Medical College and a University.
The district needs to be provided with
these institutions for the promotion of
professional education which in turn
would meet the needs of society at
large. The following table gives
information about institutions engaged
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Ankola 96.43 100.00 100.00 100.00 54.5 100.00 100.00 100.00 92.41 

Bhatkal 89.19 94.59 100.00 83.78 91.7 97.30 81.08 100.00 84.46 

Haliyal 94.44 100.00 83.33 80.56 52.63 97.22 52.78 100.00 80.56 

Honnavar 100.00 100.00 100.00 94.44 100.0 97.22 80.56 100.00 96.53 

Karwar 95.83 95.83 100.00 91.67 100.0 100.00 77.08 100.00 87.24 

Kumta 100.00 100.00 100.00 82.86 100.0 100.00 65.71 100.00 92.50 

Mundgod 100.00 100.00 100.00 94.44 100.0 100.00 77.78 100.00 88.89 

Siddapur 93.75 96.88 96.88 93.75 100.0 100.00 59.38 100.00 82.03 

Sirsi 97.73 100.00 97.73 86.36 81.8 95.45 75.00 100.00 88.07 

Supa 93.75 100.00 100.00 68.75 100.0 93.75 37.50 100.00 85.16 

Yellapur 100.00 100.00 95.45 95.45 54.5 90.91 50.00 100.00 80.11 

Uttara Kannada 96.43 100.00 100.00 100.00 87.8 100.00 100.00 100.00 92.41 

Source: District Education Office, Uttara Kannada District.

Table 4.16: Infrastructure Facilities High Schools, 2011-12

PG Marine Biology Centre, Karwar
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Taluk Year 
SC, ST & OBC General Total 

Appeared % of 
 Passed Appeared % of 

 Passed Appeared % of  
Passed 

Karwar 

2011-12 420 85.00 1601 90.69 2021 89.51 
2010-11 448 85.94 1691 91.19 2139 90.09 
2009-10 499 84.77 1790 86.54 2289 86.15 

Ankola 

2011-12 566 77.38 635 95.91 1203 87.20 
2010-11 551 88.93 655 94.66 1206 92.04 
2009-10 596 87.75 782 80.82 1378 83.82 

Kumta 

2011-12 297 73.06 1684 93.11 1981 90.11 
2010-11 1004 80.98 1153 90.63 2157 86.14 
2009-10 1046 81.36 1361 78.77 2407 79.89 

Honnavar 

2011-12 517 90.71 1637 92.18 2154 91.64 
2010-11 538 84.39 1711 90.06 2249 88.71 
2009-10 586 82.94 1913 82.28 2499 82.43 

Bhatkal 

2011-12 384 88.54 1738 93.90 2122 92.93 
2010-11 461 89.37 1959 85.30 2420 85.66 
2009-10 496 88.91 2151 78.94 2647 80.81 

Yellapur 

2011-12 551 89.47 433 94.69 1082 91.68 
2010-11 532 87.97 385 97.66 1012 91.60 
2009-10 496 77.62 400 96.00 987 84.90 

Siddapur 

2011-12 1229 92.76 365 95.34 1663 91.28 
2010-11 944 91.74 343 98.54 1369 91.89 
2009-10 1051 76.50 316 97.47 1420 81.83 

Sirsi 

2011-12 1844 88.34 480 96.88 2561 88.87 
2010-11 1829 86.71 459 95.42 2495 87.98 
2009-10 1701 75.48 462 94.16 2365 80.00 

Mundgod 

2011-12 631 91.28 291 74.57 1089 86.23 
2010-11 632 89.24 266 73.31 1048 84.45 
2009-10 539 59.93 235 50.64 936 58.23 

Haliyal 

2011-12 187 93.05 1755 90.94 1990 90.90 
2010-11 185 75.14 1698 82.98 1922 82.05 
2009-10 216 53.70 1771 63.86 2017 62.77 

Supa 

2011-12 485 91.13 105 94.29 638 91.07 
2010-11 412 69.18 82 78.05 537 70.95 
2009-10 421 78.86 74 72.97 531 77.78 

Uttara Kannada 

2011-12 7119 88.25 10724 92.36 18504 90.27 
2010-11 7536 85.75 10402 88.82 18554 87.24 
2009-10 7647 78.05 11255 79.57 19476 78.89 

Table 4.17 Students Passing Out in SSLC Examination, 2011-12

Source: SSLC Board, Bengaluru



71

Table 4.18 Students Passing Out in PUC Examination, 2011-12

Source: PU Board, Bengaluru
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in professional courses which are

scanty in nature.

4.12 Schemes for Promotion of
Literacy Level

Mass Education Programme was
operative only in select taluks of the
district. During 2012-13, a total of 480
persons were covered under mass
education from general category and
60 from SC category and 20 from ST
category. The taluks which implemented
this programme were Ankola, Bhatkal,
Siddapur and Supa for general
category. Of these, only Ankola,
Siddapur and Supa implemented
programmes for SC category and only
Bhatkal implemented it for ST category.
Thus, the Mass Education Programme
is indeed a misnomer for the
programme, as it covered a total of
merely 560 persons in the district.  The
Adult Education Programme added
1275 literates in the district during

2012-13 and again the lead in this
regard was taken only by four out of
11 taluks, viz., Ankola, Bhatkal,
Siddapur and Supa19.

District Adult Education Office at Karwar
and Sirsi have taken active interest in
propagating activities for implementing
adult literacy and Vocational Training
(VT) for Neo-Literates in backward
taluks of the district. There are also VT
centers for scheduled caste and
scheduled tribe people besides those
for general category population.
People from Minority categories,
widows, and handicapped are
particularly encouraged to undertake
3 Months vocational training
programme and 6 months literacy
programme.

4.13 Per Capita Expenditure on
Education

Expenditure on education is crucial for
augmentation of human capital. More
often than not, due to overall budgetary
constraints the expenditure on
education becomes the first casualty
in the process of fiscal consolidation.
Thus, the per capita expenditure is one
of the indicators that reflect upon the
commitment to provide educational
services to the community. Table 4.20
provides information on per capita
expenditure on education in the taluks
of Uttara Kannada district.

 It can be observed from Table 4.20 that
highest per capita expenditure was

19 Source: Uttar Kannada District at a Glance:
2012-13.

Expenditure on
education is
crucial for
augmentation of
human capital

Table 4.19: Taluk-wise Professional Institutions (Year 2011-12)

Taluks Engineering 
 Colleges 

Dental  
/Nursing  

Institutions 

General  
Degree  

Colleges 

ITIs /  
Polytechnics 

Ankola - 1 3 1 

Bhatkal 1 - 5 2 

Haliyal 1 - 2 6 

Honnavar - 1 3 3 

Karwar 1 - 6 5 

Kumta - - 5 1 

Mundgod - - 1 3 

Siddapur - 1 2 2 

Sirsi - - 3 1 

Supa - - 2 1 

Yellapur - - 1 0 

District  3 3 33 25 

Source: Uttara Kannada District at a Glance 2012-13.
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incurred in the taluk of Supa (Rs. 2935)
and lowest in the taluk of Bhatkal (Rs.
1352). It may also be noted that there
educationally backward areas should
spend more as compared to forward
taluks so as to activate the process of
convergence of the former to the latter
taluks. We have therefore presented
the literacy rates data as well in Table
4.20. The correlation between the per
capita expenditure on education and
the literacy rate is about -0.23, which
implies that a larger amount is being
spent for backward taluks as compared
to the forward taluks, which is a good
sign. Needless to mention that the
efficiency of this expenditure should
also is a matter of concern by all the

taluks.

4.14 Radar Analysis for Education

From the following graphical
presentation it can be observed that
drop outs are low except in the taluk of
Supa. Net enrollment seems to be high
across the taluks. Same is the case with
school infrastructure index and SSLC
pass percentages. Overall the picture
is satisfactory in the district.

The following radar diagrams (Figure
4.2) for each taluk point out areas of
deficient performance, which requires

further improvement.

Table 4.21: Findings from Radar Analysis for Education Sector

Taluk   Indicators that Require Improvements 

Ankola   Net Enrollment 

Bhatkal  
SSLC Pass Percentages & School 
Infrastructure Index 

Haliyal   School Infrastructure Index 

Honnavar   Net Enrollment, SSLC Pass Percentages 

Karwar   Net Enrollment, School Infrastructure Index 

Kumta   SSLC Pass Percentages, Net Enrollment 

Mundgod   Net Enrollment, SSLC Pass Percentages 

Siddapur   Net Enrollment, SSLC Pass Percentages 

Sirsi   
SSLC Pass Percentages & School 
Infrastructure Index 

Supa   Net Enrollment, SSLC Pass Percentages 

Yellapur   Net Enrollment, SSLC Pass Percentages 

Table 4.20: Per capita Education Expenditure
(Year 2011-12)

Taluk 
Per capita Education 

Expenditure (In Rupees) 
Literacy Rates 

Ankola 2064 
84.97 

Bhatkal 1352 
83.35 

Haliyal 1500 
77.76 

Honnavar 1850 
84.20 

Karwar 1980 
89.91 

Kumta 1959 
86.55 

Mundgod 1625 
79.53 

Siddapur 2238 
84.78 

Sirsi 1750 
88.05 

Supa 2935 
76.03 

Yellapur 2334 
81.34 

Source: District Education Office, Uttara Kannada.
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Figure 4.1: Radar for Educational Indicators for Uttara Kannada

Figure 4.2: Radar for Educational Indicators for Taluks of
Uttara Kannada
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4.15 An Overview and Persisting
Educational Gaps / Conclusion

The reader may refer to Table 3.1,
wherein, the taluk-wise education
dimension of Human Development
Index (HDI) has been provided. It can
be observed from the Table 3.1 that
Karwar taluk ranks first in educational
dimension index. This followed by Sirsi,
Bhatkal, Honnavar and Kumta. The
poor performing taluks are Supa,
Ankola, Haliyal, Siddapur and Yellapur.
Other remaining taluks are in the
medium range.

Educational sector in any given region
can be examined through various
indicators which would in a way reflect
upon the efficacy of the schooling
system. One can club such indicators
into input indicators, process indicators
and outcome indicators. For example,
some such indicators which would fall
into such categories would include the
following.

 Number institutions

 Enrolments

 Number of Teachers and Teacher -
Pupil Ratio (TPR)

 Literacy rates

 Infrastructure facilit ies at the
educational institutions

As far as provision of educational
institutions at the school level is
concerned the district of Uttara
Kannada has been doing quite
satisfactorily. The facilities provided also
are in tune with the norms established

in the educational policies announced
and modified from time to time. The
district is considered as best
performing one as compared to the rest
of the districts in north Karnataka. The
rural and urban differences are also
not so alarming when one compares
schools, infrastructure as well as
enrolments. Thus, the objective of
Universal Elementary Education (UEE)
has almost been achieved. There is still
a distance to be travelled as far as
secondary education needs are to be
met, so that the stream of students can
reap the benefits of the skills formation
at this stage.

In brief, following conclusions emerge
from the analysis undertaken in this
chapter: First, greater efforts are
required in order to reduce the dropout
rates at the level of secondary
education. Second, though Teacher -
Pupil Ratio (TPR) is satisfactory, in a
few taluks, provision of schools within
one-kilometer radius requires urgent
attention. Third, provision of medical
education and professional education
in the district needs to be paid more
attention. The district should have a
medical college and a few more
institutions where professional
education is provided. .The district is
also deprived of a university and people
of the district have voiced their concern
in this regard on number of occasions.
This gap which is a long due needs
immediate attention.

Greater efforts
are required in
order to reduce
the dropout rates
at the level of
secondary
education




